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Overview of road safety in Cambodia
traffic accidents make up 46% of all recorded injuries , and contribute almost   
7% towards the causes of physical impairment and disability in the country

Road traffic accidents, casualties and fatalities i ncrease more proportionally
than road traffic and population.

• Every day, more 
than 4 persons die 
and other 70 are 
injured.

• Over the last five 
years, the number of 
fatalities has 
doubled. 

• The total economic 
loss of road traffic 
accidents is 
estimated at 116 
million US$ annually 
(ADB) in 2004.

Sources: RTAVIS annual report 2007
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• Motorbikes’ riders account for the largest majority of casualties (75%) and
fatalities (63%), 

• 13% of fatalities are pedestrians.

Sources: RTAVIS annual report 2007
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80% of motorbike fatalities had head injuries
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Helmet wearing rate from March 2004 to June 2008
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Helmet wearing rate is expected to increase 
after the enforcement in Jan 2009



Activity Objective

To increase helmet wearing rates among target 
groups in Cambodia



Who and/or stakeholders

– Main Stakeholders: National Road Safety Committee 
(NRSC), Ministry of Public Work and Transport, Ministry of 
Interior (MoI), Ministry of Health (MoH), Ministry of 
Education Youth and Sport (MoEYS), Handicap 
International Belgium (HIB) 

– Donor: GRSP/GRSI, 



Happenings

May 2007:

– The Helmet Manual was translated
and launched in Cambodia

– A national workshop was 
organized by HIB and GRSP to 
develop the Helmet Action Plan

Thanks to the Global Road Safety Initiatives, following 
activities had been implemented and achieved:



January 2008
The Helmet Action Plan was officially approved by the National Road Safety 

Committee. 9 actions have been identified:

• AREA 1: Public Awareness
• AREA 2: School education � integrated into the school curriculum of  

MoEYS
• AREA 3: Legislation and Enforcement
• AREA 4: Involving the community, provinces, private sectors and 

NGOs 
• AREA 5: Research, evaluation and monitoring
• AREA 6: Trauma Management and Service � integrated in the EMS 

action plan of MOH
• AREA 7: Incentive initiatives, disincentives and obstacles 
• AREA 8: Helmet Standard Development and import, Control of non-

standard helmets
• AREA 9: Management and Coordination

Happenings



Happenings
Feb 2008: Priorities have been selected:
• Short term: 2008

– Area 3: Development of traffic law enforcement action plan 
(including helmet component)

– Area 1, 2 and 4: Community based education and awareness 
campaign

– Area 8: Introduce/develop helmet standard
– Area 9: Capacity building for NRSC and traffic police officers 
� Helmet Wearing Promotion Project - supported by GRSP

• In medium term: 2009-2010
– Area 9: Continuation of capacity building for the government staff 

(public education, traffic law enforcement especially drunk driving, and 
road safety management)

– Area 1, 2 and 4:Community based education, awareness campaigns 
– Area 3: enforcement implementation
– Area 8: Development of helmet standard and working with helmet 

sellers, set up monitoring/control mechanism for the quality of helmets



Happenings
April 2008:

A scoping visit was conducted by international road safety 
consultants and GRSP representative to assess the quality 
and capacity of traffic police officers in enforcing the traffic 
law, especially on helmet



Happenings
June 2008 : A baseline survey was conducted

- Helmet wearing rate among drivers and passengers
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Happenings
June 2008 : A baseline survey was conducted

- Percentage of properly use of helmets
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Happenings
June 2008 : A baseline survey was conducted

- Perception on welcoming helmet enforcement



Happenings
June 2008 : A baseline survey was conducted

- Perception on whether the enforcement can increase helmet wearing 
rate



Happenings
Aug. 2008 : An executive workshop was organized to ensure 

high-level national police support for the strengthening of 
traffic law enforcement



Happenings
Aug. 2008 : Professional Development course was conducted to :
• comprehend and identify effective strategic approaches, plans and 

operations to traffic policing in Cambodia and develop a national 
enforcement action plan;

• train traffic police officers on traffic law enforcement and good 
practice policing methods focused on reducing road fatalities.



Barriers or problems experienced

– Risk is that people will use non-standard helmets, and the 
price will be increased

– Need for technical support and time for capacity building 
(for traffic police and NRSC)

– Funds from government for road safety is very limited and 
late, requiring financial support from various donors;



Next Steps
• Development of Road Traffic Law Enforcement Strateg y and 

Helmet Law Enforcement

• Professional development courses for traffic police  officers, 
especially on law enforcement aimed at reducing cas ualties 
(eg. Speeding, drink-driving, helmet wearing, overl oading)

• Raising Awareness on importance of helmet wearing

• Development of helmet standard

• Subsidized Helmet Distribution

• Implementation of helmet enforcement by traffic pol ice 
officers (in early 2009) ��� � Key components

• Post-test survey

Key success: to combine Education, Encouragement an d 
Enforcement (commitment from the government)



Indicators of success

• Development of the national action plan for the traffic 
law enforcement, with official approval of the Ministry 
of Interior;

• Development of the helmet standard for Cambodia;

• Increased of helmet wearing rates in Phnom Penh;

• Reduction of head injuries in the targeted area



Evidence of success

• Pre and post test survey conducted to indicate 
increase of helmet wearing rate among target 
groups, proportion of correct/incorrect use, level of 
understanding on benefits of wearing helmets

• Quantitative data from Road Traffic Accident and 
Victim Information System (RTAVIS) on reduction of 
head injuries in Phnom Penh during project 
implementation phase



Thank you


