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• Situation of road traffic injury in Vietnam

• Preventions efforts supported by WHO

– Vietnam road traffic injury prevention project

• Priority areas

– Motorcycle helmets

– Drinking and Driving

• Project activities
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• 85 million people/26 million vehicles in Vietnam
– 95% motorcycles

• Estimated 52% serious accidents caused by motorcycles
• 9000 new motorcycles per day
• 600 new cars per day

• Official statistics RTI in 2007
– 13,985 crashes

– 12,800 deaths (15/100,000 population)

– 10,266 injuries
– Leading cause of death

• Under-estimation (JICA)
– Deaths (30%)
– Injuries (90%)
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• National Traffic Safety Committee
– 15 Ministries/Authorities

• Road Safety Law 2001
– Helmet wearing - national, provincial, interprovincial roads
– Estimated impact 30% wearing

• Resolution 32 
– 15 Dec 2007 - Helmet wearing- all roads, all riders and 

passengers

• Decision 259 (2008)
– Increased investment in enforcement and road safety 

infrastructure

• Road Safety Law 2008 (under development)
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September 2007 December 2007

15 December 2007: Helmet Law
+ Enforcement + Education

± 1 in 12 ± 100%
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Funding:
donated by Bloomberg Philanthropies

Two parts:
1. Global status report on road safety 
2. Country pilot projects : Viet Nam, Mexico

• Provinces of Yen Bai, Da Nang and 
Binh Duong

• Priorities :Helmet wearing, Drink driving 
prevention

Timeline 1 August 2007 – 31 July 2009
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• Situational assessment
• Awareness raising

– IEC, advocacy
• Capacity building through training and equipment

– training in police, health other stakeholders
– provision of breathalysers

• Monitoring and evaluation
– internal and external
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• Broad results of baseline (Nov 2007):
– Helmet use in Yen Bai with 72.9%; Binh Duong 

48%; Da Nang 27.5% 
– 80% of RTI injured cases not wearing a helmet 
– The mortality rates of vehicle drivers due to RTI: 

12% with drunk driving 
– 67.8% of male respondents reported drinking 

alcohol last month, it’s 12.6% among females  
– Males (77.9%) and females (79.5%) reported 

driving their vehicles after drinking 
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• Observation on helmet use conducted in June 2008 in 3 
provinces/cities:
– 83,139 drivers and 30,334 passengers at 45 

observation sites in Yen Bai, Da Nang and Binh Duong
– Helmet use among drivers: Da Nang (99.8%), Binh 

Duong  94.9%; and Yen Bai (93.9%) 
– No helmet use among passengers: Da Nang 1.2%; 

9.5% in Yen Bai and 11.3% in Binh Duong. 
– Incorrect wearing, Yen Bai 5.8%;  Da Nang  0.4% and  

Binh Duong  0.6%. 
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• Low wearing rate among 
children <16 (AIPF study)
• 39% children under 16

• 96% adults

• Low quality helmet
• VINASTAS estimated only 

20% meeting standard

• Incorrect helmet wearing
• No ability to enforce 

unfastened helmets
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• Magnitude drink driving still 
largely unknown 

• High alcohol consumption, likely 
major risk factor
– Average 64g/day

• NTSC report 6% traffic crashes 
caused by alcohol

• Forensic survey 
– 34% road traffic fatalities 

associated with alcohol
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• Legislation amendments

• Blood testing for alcohol in all RTI 
patients in seven hospitals 

• Promotion of responsible 
serving/consumption of alcohol in 
restaurants/bars

• Equipping and training police and 
provincial health services with 
breathalyzers

• Capacity building for enhanced 
enforcement in traffic police

• IEC campaigns on dangers of drink 
driving and consequences
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• Strengthening data collection for road 
traffic injuries
• Activation of new MoH surveillance system in 

100 major hospitals throughout Vietnam

• Train hospital staff in data recording and 
analysis

• Develop software for data analysis

• Monthly reporting
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nguyenp@wpro.who.int

thanhytdp@moh.gov.vn

passmorej@wpro.who.int

THANK YOU


